
Binary Numbers 
Computers work best when things are on or off.  Computers have only two numerals, zero and 
one.  (Poor computers!) 

 

We call numbers with only zero and one binary numbers.  The “bi” in binary means two, like 
the two wheels on a bicycle.  We call each place a bit, short for binary digit. 

Binary numbers have places, just like decimal numbers, but they’re times two places. 

Ones place:




